[Endothelial dysfunction assessment using vascular ultrasound in heart failure patients].
Endothelial dysfunction is an important factor leading to atherosclerosis, hypertension and heart failure. Flow mediated dilatation (endothelium dependent function) can be evaluated by vascular ultrasound. We investigated 71 heart failure patients (36 men-50.7%, 35 women-49.3%). The evaluation methods were: electrocardiogram, vascular ultrasound, echocardiography, chest X ray, hematological and biochemical tests. The statistical correlations were performed between clinical data, morphologic and hemodynamic parameters. Our results showed that endothelial dysfunction was present in all heart failure patients but it did not correlate with hemodynamic parameters. Elastic arterial parameters variation correlated with heart failure severity and flow mediated vasodilation.